7th and 8th Grade
Confirmation Handbook 2011-2012
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“Faith is a living, daring confidence in God's grace, so sure and certain that a man could stake his life on it a thousand times.” Martin Luther
Parents and Families! 
Welcome to the 2011/2012 Confirmation Year here at St. Andrew! We have been prayerfully preparing for this exciting next step in your child’s faith journey. 
We believe confirmation must be a holistic experience that includes the congregation, youth, and families journeying together to help pass on the faith to the next generation. Youth are not just the future of The Church…they ARE The Church, and we Thank God they are. 

The theme this fall at St. Andrew is “Come and See” taken from the Gospel of John. Jesus invites each one of us to “Come and See” what he is up to in the world. Come and pray, come and read The Word, come and serve God’s people, come and be part of a community, come and be transformed. 

My prayer is that your child finds a place here where they can be known by peers and adults alike, that they have fun, and grow in knowledge and wisdom, that they discover more about who they are and who they are called to be. But, most important my prayer is that they experience the grace and mercy and love of Jesus Christ. And parents, that is my prayer for you too! That you come with your 7th or 8th grader and see what God might be doing in your own life and world this year and be transformed in the process.
Confirmation cannot happen without your support, prayers, and commitment to journey with your child. Don’t worry you’re not alone-we’re walking with you, the congregation is walking with you, your child’s small group leader is on the journey too, and most important God has you wrapped in his grace-filled arms guiding your every step.  Thank you in advance for joining the confirmation team! 
I am looking forward to journeying with you and your child.
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In Christ’s Love,  Jenny 






Please feel free to contact us with ANY questions or concerns!!

Church Office 952-937-2776

Jennifer Gruendler @ ext. 29        jgruendler@standrewlu.org
Youth and Family Minister
Sandy Olson @ ext. 21
     solson@standrewlu.org
Confirmation and Service Minister
What is 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation?

Expectations
The confirmation program at St. Andrew Lutheran Church begins as students enter 7th grade and concludes with the Affirmation of Baptism in the fall of 9th grade.  
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Weekly participation in large group and small group activities.

Each week the student will need a NRSV Bible and the small catechism.


Completion of 4 worship reports each year 
Advent/Christmas
Epiphany/Lent
Easter
Summer

Attendance at yearly confirmation retreats

7th Grade Retreat, Sat. Feb. 4 

8th Grade Retreat, Fri. April 20 to Sat. April 21


Expectations (Cont.)


Regular participation in worship.
(Must choose one or more of the following)

Acolyte (on a regular schedule)

Vocal Choir Participation (Wed. evening practice at 5:40pm to 6pm)
Bell Choir Participation (Wed. evening practice at 5:15pm to 6pm)
Sound Booth Projection (10:30am service or Livewire) (extra training required)

Lector (on a regular schedule)

Greeter (on a regular schedule)

Usher (on a regular schedule)

First Wednesday service activities
8th Grade students serve monthly with small group at Senior Center.

7th Grade students serve monthly with small group on assigned projects.


Active participation in Family Confirmation program.
Fall Parent Night

Wed. Sept. 28
following small group

Race to Nowhere 

Thursday, November 10

7pm to 9pm

Leap into Lent


Wednesday, February 29

4pm, 5:30pm
or 7:30pm

Spring Family Service

Sign-ups in March

Confirmation Schedule: Catechism Year!

Wednesday Sept. 7

Confirmation Orientation

Wednesday Sept. 14

Confirmation Large & Small Group
Wednesday Sept. 21

Confirmation Large & Small Group
Wednesday Sept. 28

Confirmation Large & Small Group
Wednesday Oct. 5

Confirmation Service Day
(all groups meet in the evening) 
Wednesday Oct. 12

Confirmation Large & Small Group  (PROP/CAP Food Drive)
Wednesday Oct. 19

MEA Weekend – NO Confirmation
Wednesday Oct. 26

Confirmation Large & Small Group

Wednesday Nov. 2

Confirmation Service Day
(all groups meet in the evening)
Wednesday Nov. 9

Confirmation Large & Small Group

Wednesday Nov. 16

Confirmation Large & Small Group

Wednesday Nov. 23

Thanksgiving Eve Worship – NO Confirmation

Wednesday Nov. 30

Confirmation Large & Small Group

Wednesday Dec. 7

Confirmation Service Day
(all groups meet in the evening)
Wednesday Dec. 14

Confirmation Large & Small Group

Wednesday Dec. 21

Confirmation Large & Small Group

Wednesday Dec. 28

Winter Break – NO Confirmation

Wednesday Jan. 4 

Confirmation Service Day
(all groups meet in the evening)
Wednesday Jan. 11

Confirmation Large & Small Group

Wednesday Jan. 18

Confirmation Large & Small Group

Wednesday Jan 25

Confirmation Large & Small Group

Wednesday Feb. 1

Confirmation Service Day
(all groups meet in the evening)
Wednesday Feb. 8

Confirmation Large & Small Group

Wednesday Feb. 15

Confirmation Large & Small Group
(PROP/CAP Food Drive)
Wednesday Feb. 22

Ash Wednesday – Confirmation Worship

Wednesday Feb. 29

Lent – Confirmation Worship

Wednesday Mar. 7

Lent – Confirmation Worship

Wednesday Mar. 14

Lent – Confirmation Worship

Wednesday Mar. 21

Lent – Confirmation Worship

Wednesday Mar. 28

Lent – Confirmation Worship

Wednesday April 4

Holy Week – Attend choice of worship
Wednesday April 11

Confirmation Large & Small Group

Wednesday April 18

Confirmation Large & Small Group
(PROP/CAP Food Drive)
Wednesday April 25

Confirmation Large & Small Group

Wednesday May 2

Confirmation Service
(all groups meet in the evening)
Wednesday May 9

Confirmation Large & Small Group

Wednesday May 16

End of the Year Celebration

708 Events
708 is St. Andrew’s 7th and 8th grade youth ministry.  It consists of events and activities for all 7th and 8th graders and their friends.    

708 Game Time: Wednesday evenings from 7:30 to 8:10pm

Sever’s Corn Maze
Kick Off Dance

Box Out

Snow Camp 2012

30 Hour Famine

Spring Break Stay-cation

708 Lock Out

MT2K12 Milwaukee Mission Trip

Spirit In The Pines Camp

Key Dates
Retreats

7th Grade Day Retreat

Saturday Feb. 4, 2012

8th Grade Overnight Retreat
Friday April 20 to Saturday April 21

Family Confirmation


Fall Family Kick Off

Small Group Parent Nite Wed. Sept 28 (4-4:30pm or 7:30-8pm)



Race to No Where

Thursday, November 10 (7pm to 9pm)

Leap into Lent

Wednesday Feb. 29 (4pm, 5:30pm or 7:30pm)


Spring into Service

Opportunities posted March 24/25


Covenant

In order for Confirmation to be a good experience for all youth and small group guides, and for it to be a safe place to be one’s self and to explore our faith it is important that we commit to the following covenant…
We will attend confirmation regularly.
We promise to be fully present, and on time, leaving cell phones, iPods, toys, gossip, and other distractions behind (or turned off!).

We commit to doing “life together” as a family of Christ by Welcoming Everyone, Respecting Everyone, Fully Listening to each other, and Leaving Room for Each Other to Grow as their Own Pace.

We promise ourselves, small groups, group guides and families that we will strive for not only our best, but for whatever the best is for the whole group.  We will respect ourselves and others by following directions, taking care of the space w use and by participating in all the activities to the best of our ability.

We covenant all these things knowing we need God’s help with all of it and God’s grace for when we fail.

Youth Signature ________________________________________________________________________

Parent Signature________________________________________________________________________
Students attend worship service of their choice and then complete form available online or at the front desk.  Students may attend worship at another church but should attach the bulletin for credit.  Please include name on all reports or you will not receive credit. They can be returned to the forms completed box at St. Andrew and St. Andrew West.








Confirmation Worship during Lent


6:30pm at St. Andrew





Register for events at the Information Desk!








